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From the President's Desk 

by George Hibbard, State Advisory Board President 

 

As the new Chairman of the Missouri State Master Gardener Advisory Board, I 

would like to thank Teri Loney for her leadership of the Board this past year.  I 

would also like to thank Mary Kroening for her leadership as the Missouri 

Master Gardener State Coordinator the past many years.  As most of you 

probably know, Mary had to resign due to illness in her family.  We wish her 

and her family well. 

 

Maryôs position is not being filled at this time due to the statewide budget cuts.  

However, a committee of Extension agents, lead by MU Prof. David Trinklein, 

will continue to ensure that we all can fulfill our Master Gardener mission to 

provide horticultural information and training to the gardening public based on 

proven research specific to the local climate, soils and plants. 

 

Looking out at my frozen, snow-covered yard, I am not thinking much about my 

home garden; however, Master Gardener volunteer opportunities still abound.  

In the last ten days I have had the opportunity to work outside at the Missouri 

Botanical Garden cleaning up after the New Year's Eve storms, and inside at the 

Kemper Center for Home Gardening taking training and answering questions 

from the public.  I also volunteered at the National Green Center convention at 

the Americas Center in St. Louis.  This was primarily a meeting of growers, 

equipment manufacturers, etc. that sell to retail garden centers.  Numerous 

Master Gardeners were there helping.  Elaine Fix invited me to attend a ñmud 

ball partyò.  Turns out this is an opportunity to make mud balls with native plant 

seeds imbedded, which will then be thrown out in the Spring to help native plant 

restoration at a new park in St. Charles County.  Finally, I got to work at an 

unused St. Louis County high school greenhouse that St. Louis Master 

Gardeners are now operating. My point in listing these activities is not to show 

that I am busy or have any special skills.  In fact, most of these activities 

involved no skill, which made them perfect for me.  Rather, my point is that 

these are all very worthwhile projects that would not be happening without the 

support of Master Gardener volunteers. 

 

What I have learned while serving on the St. Louis and Missouri Master 

Gardener Advisory Boards is that most of the public and public officials have 
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very little appreciation of what Master Gardeners do.  This directly affects funding available to support our 

programs.  While diligently reporting the hundreds of thousands of hours contributed by Master Gardener 

volunteers each year is very important, it is not enough.  We need to be able to show the real impact of these 

hours on our communities.  So please take the time as you volunteer to document the resulting benefits and 

share these ñfeel-goodò stories in your newsletters and with the media and public officials.  These stories will 

help ensure the public support needed for our Master Gardener programs to continue to thrive in this difficult 

economy. 

 

Thanks and Best Wishes for a Happy New Year and Successful Gardening. 

 

News From Around the State 

 

New Graduating Class - Master Gardeners of the Ozarks 
By Sandra Reames, Master Gardener 

 

On December the 8
th
, 2010, a new class from Branson graduated 

into the Master Gardeners of the Ozarks. After 6 weeks of training, 

they  have all learned how to deal with the problems and the joys of 

gardening in the Ozarks. 

 

Front Row - L to R :  Rita Hlasney, Marva Ramsey; Phyllis 

Gavillet, Colleen Walpert, Carolyn Crawford. 

Back Row ï L to R :  Joy Crellin, Leroy Adams, Cathy Meyer, 

Mary Raymond, Marty Bennett, Ann Waterman, Larisa Houck, 

Dennis Goodnight 
  
Not pictured included:  Barbara Horn, Betty Kiley, Barbara Orle, Tena Roberts, Alicia Rohrer Alicia Rohrer 

and Carolyn Crawford attended the Christian County training class but will participate in the Master 

Gardeners of the Ozarks.  We had 16 new in the Branson class. 

 
Rhonda Anson Named 2010 St. Louis Master Gardener of the Year 
By George Hibbard, St. Louis Master Gardener 

 

Rhonda Anson was announced the winner of the 2010 Saint Louis Master Gardener of the Year award at the 

annual Master Gardener Holiday Party at the Missouri Botanical Garden.   

 

Rhonda volunteers at the Missouri Botanical Garden (MBG) several times a week.  Rhonda is a Monday 

morning volunteer at the Horticulture Answer Service and a Monday afternoon volunteer at the Plant Doctor 

Desk at the MBG Kemper Center for Home Gardening. She has worked regularly to verify and process the 

over 2000 pest images from apple maggot to voles, available in the MBG GardeningHelp.org Integrated Pest 

Management website pages. She has taken a very keen interest in insects and has done extensive study in the 

area to develop a landmark set of Insect Order web pages that are available in GardeningHelp.org. The pages 

have also been used in Plant Doctor training classes. They are heavily illustrated with images and are a 

remarkable educational tool for anyone who wants to learn more about insects. Rhonda is also a member of 

the Kemper Centerôs Plant Informational Services committee that plans and coordinates events and training as 

well as develops resource materials for the Kemper Center volunteers.  

http://gardeninghelp.org/
http://gardeninghelp.org/
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For the past two years Rhonda co-taught the yearly Plant Doctor class with Glenn Kopp, the Centerôs 

Horticulture Information Manager. Rhonda has brought her wealth of skills and abilities to make a 

tremendous difference in the scope and quality or horticulture information available to volunteers and the 

general public. Her love of learning, and sharing what she learns with others, makes her a most exemplary 

winner of the Saint Louis Master Gardener of the Year award.   

 

Congratulations, Rhonda! 

 
Master Gardener State Advisory Board Minutes - November 5, 2010 
by Elaine Fix, Secretary 

 

Welcome Guests and Board Members:  Terri Loney called the meeting to order at 9:20 am and handed out 

our agenda.  Members and guests introduced themselves.  There were 17 members in attendance and 5 guests. 

 

Quorum:  Terri Loney declared a quorum. 

 

Approval of September Minutes:  The minutes were approved. 

 

Treasurers Report:  Mike Collins shared with us that funds are available for training.  The Endowment has  

$ 2400/$14,000 in corpus.  Income comes from Level 1 class fees of $ 45.00.  Frankie Anderson stated the $ 

6,768.44 is allocated toward the convention.  Steve Stacey stated that $ 5.00 is allocated to the state from 

convention fees. 

 

Status of State Coordinator Position:  Mike Collins stated that they are looking into models from other 

states.  The goal of the University is to create a staff person as a hub to coordinate activities.  Dave Baker will 

be the on campus faculty leader.  The Horticulture area is understaffed.  Mike said a team of regional 

coordinators will be established for the development of programs.  This will be a two stage process and Dave 

Trinklein will be the liaison to work with on the leadership process.  Dave Moll asked about where the money 

would come from for staff support.  They havenôt established this yet.  Jim Quinn asked what % of Mary 

Kroeningôs time was devoted as Coordinator.  Mike Collins replied 50/50. 

 

Dave Trinklein discussed forming a self directed work team.  They do not know what this will look like at this 

time.  Terri Loney stated that the Coordinatorôs position (duties) did not work efficiently.  

 

Elaine Fix from St. Charles stated that the St. Charles Extension program is not dependent on the position 

being filled.  Patrick Farrell wanted to know what the hourly commitment of the team would be.  That could 

not be determined at this time due to budget cuts.  Mike Collins stated that they must provide for the 

administrative duties and the work came from Regional Coordinators.  The team will include 8 regions for 

people interested to work under Dave Trinklein within 30 days.  Mike Collins stated six areas they will focus 

on: 

 

1) We want to make sure the next Master Gardener conference takes off. 

2) Provide Advance Training 

3) Improve marketing our program to the community 

4) Improve website maintenance, instructor guide for the core chapters and provide a state wide 

resource of a library for a speakerôs bureau. 
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5) Provide online training 

6) Continue adding to the Core Book course material 

7) March will be the next meeting 

 

Master Gardener Local Logos:  Molly Fusselman brought up the marketing of logos for the shirts.  George 

Hibbard commented on how St. Louis does their shirts differently from their name tags.  Each extension does 

this differently.  Laura Redfield-Jacobs moved to redo the badge to the green background.  Vicki Stark 

seconded the motion and amended that we should table the topic to hear from Christine Chu on the design. 

 

State conference Report 2011:  Maxine Moore said the theme will be ñGardening in Americaôs Hometownò 

on Sept. 23 ï 25, 2011 in Hannibal.  There was discussion on seed money from the state.  Maxine wants to 

know what to do.  A $ 5.00 per member will be allocated to go into the conference fund from the upcoming 

classes. 

 

State Conference Report 2013:  Todd Lorenz needs the state conference manual.  Their quad county group 

consisting of Morgan, Benton and Cooper counties will discuss the 2012 Master Gardener conference in 

Sedalia. 

 

Advanced Training:  It was discussed that the Jeff City group be given the opportunity to have an advanced 

training in their community for Master Gardeners.  George Hibbard stated that Advance Training be left up to 

each Extension.  To be eligible for certification you need 2 years.  Vicki Stark seconded the motion.  The 

motion passed.  Steve Stacey shared that they are presenting a class on Landscapes. 

 

Other:  Carolyn Lidge questioned what needs to be done if a local chapter opens an endowment.  As long as 

they have designated funds to do this on the local level with a bank, it was up to each Extension.  Terri Loney 

will also help with the Endowment campaign with Patrick Farrell and Maxine Moore. 

 

Election of Officers:  Carol Buck nominated George Hibbard as Chairman.  Vicki Stark seconded the 

motion.  George Hibbard nominated Elaine Fix as Vice President, Laura Redfield-Jacobs as Secretary and 

Carolyn Lidge nominated Patrick Farrell as Treasurer.  The new officers were installed. 

 

Carolyn Lidge moved to adjourn at 12 pm. 

 

 

Winter Friends of the Garden Newsletter 
by George Deatz, President, Friends of the Garden 
 

Winter has arrived in the Ozarks and so has the Winter 2010 Friends of the Garden newsletter.. It can now be 

viewed here with its great color photographs ->  Friends of the Garden Winter. 

 

 

 

http://www.friendsofthegarden.org/about-us/newsletters/doc_download/27-vol5-issue4-winter-2010
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Upcoming Events 

 

Swing into Spring with the Master Gardeners of the Ozarks Spring Conference 

By Sandra Reaves, Master Gardeners of the Ozarks 

 

The Master Gardeners of the Ozarks in conjunction with Missouri University Extension will  be presenting 

their annual spring conference on Saturday, March 19, 2011 in Branson, MO.  Each year they provide several 

great speakers and a catered lunch all for $16.00. 

 

This conference is open to all who want to attend and learn more about gardening.  

 

Some of the speakers and their topics are listed below with others to be added. 

 

PINES SUITABLE FOR SOUTHWEST MISSOURI 

Robert Lovett, The Pinetum, Springfield 

  

2011 PLANTS OF MERIT 

Chris Nejelski, Missouri Botanic Garden, St. Louis 

  

XERISCAPING: WATER-WISE GARDENING 

Barbara St. Clair, Science consultant, Nixa Schools 

  

HOSTA SPECIFICS 

Lee Coates, Peggy's Flowers, Highlandville 

 

Master Gardeners will be there to answer any question on your gardening problems: flower, vegetable, 

landscaping, lawns, wherever you may need help.   

 

This yearôs conference will be held at: 

Faith Lutheran Church,  

221 Malone St. 

Branson, MO 

Check-in starts at 8am, with speakers starting at 9am and ending at 3 pm. 

 

Pre-registration is required.   For your convince you can go online and sign up at www.mgozarks.com or 

phone the Stone County University Extension Office at 1-417-357-6812 for more info. 

 

Register early, seating is limi ted.  Last year 200+ attended this educational annual conference. 

http://www.mgozarks.com/
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