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Coordinator's Comments 
 By Mary Kroening, State Master Gardener Coordinator 

 

Once again, a huge heartfelt thank you and applause goes out to the Central 

Missouri Master Gardeners for yet another incredible Master Gardener Annual 

Conference in Jefferson City in September.  What a conference!!!  Thank 

you!!!!  Jefferson City hosted the Renegade Gardener as their keynote guest, 

and he was delightful, educational, and superb.  Visit his website at 

www.renegadegardener.com. 

 

We have several new websites to keep Missouri Master Gardeners apprised of 

our activities.  The main Master Gardener website is mg.missouri.edu.  Please 

always check your local listing on this website under the subpage ñArea Master 

Gardenersò.  We know we are missing a few groups, and would love to have 

you bring this to our attention so we can get you added.  Also, please check your 

listing occasionally to make sure your URL has not changed. 

 

We also now have a new website for our conferences.  RJ Jacob, a Master 

Gardener in Branson, has graciously taken on this role to keep this website 

rolling for us.  RJ is also the webmaster for our online reporting system.  The 

conference website is conference.missourimastergardener.com.  There is also a 

link from the mg.missouri.edu website to this page.  We will keep all updates 

regarding Master Gardener conferences posted on this website. 

 

Please also remember that nationally, we now have launched our nationwide 

extension website ï eXtension ï www.eXtension.org.  Please check this website 

out if you have not already done so ï it offers some wonderful resources. 

 

_____________________________________________________________ 

 

VOLUNTEER HOURS 

 

IT'S THAT TIME OF YEAR AGAIN é time to summarize activities for the 

previous year.  I would like to highlight the importance of submitting volunteer 

hours on an annual basis.  All volunteer efforts are important, and when totaled 

from around the state, add up to impressive figures.  The Master Gardener 

program is an extremely valuable program to University of Missouri Extension, 
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Raised beds at the St Charles County 

Demonstration Gardens located at the 

Extension Center 

and reporting volunteer hours is the best way we have of reminding decision 

makers just how much our efforts are making a difference in Missouri!!  We have 

recorded over 135,000 hours for the calendar year 2008.  Please report all 

volunteer time, not just the minimum required.  Master Gardeners are the óhands 

and voices in the fieldô for University of Missouri Extension, and I would like to 

say ñThank youò for another year of valuable service that you have given to this 

program.  And I would love to top 135,000 hours!!!!! 

 

Please report hours to your local extension office so they can turn those hours into 

the state office by the end of the year.  If you are unsure about who to turn the 

hours in to, please just send them up to the state office, Mary Kroening, 1-31 

Agriculture Building, University of Missouri, Columbia, MO 65211.  If you need 

the forms in which to record your hours, please contact myself at (573) 882-9633 

or Rita Gerke at (573) 882-7511.  The volunteer hours reporting form is also 

available on the website at mg.missouri.edu.  You do not have to fill out the forms 

to turn in volunteer hours - a simple phone call or email is adequate as well.  Feel 

free to email your hours to kroeningm@Missouri.edu. 

 

REMINDER  ï OUR NEW ONLINE REPORTING SYSTEM  is up and running 

beautifully.  You can now report your volunteer hours online, and we are 

encouraging you to do so if possible.  The website for online reporting is 

report.missourimastergardener.com.  Please do not hesitate to email or call me if 

you have any questions or concerns about our online system for reporting hours. 

 

And enjoy another great year!!!  Thank you for everything you do for University 

of Missouri Extension Master Gardener Program!!!! 

 

 

News From Around the State 

 
How Demonstrating Ways to Grow Vegetables Blossomed into 

Master Gardeners Partnering With the Community 
By David Barylski ï Advanced Master Gardener St Charles County, East Central Region  
 

In 2006, the St. Charles County Master 

Gardeners began building four raised 

beds, led by Paul Hendricks, as a way of 

demonstrating a method of growing 

vegetables.  Additional beds were added 

each year and now total twelve beds.  The 

goal of the raised beds is to make an 

efficient vegetable factory which will 

supply produce from April through 

November. 

 

The beds are designed to be very versatile 
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Example of netting protecting young plants 

MG Paul Hendricks visiting Sts. Joachim and Ann 

Care Service facility 

Sts. Joachim and Ann Care Service volunteers 

with trellises at each end to allow the use of the 

vertical growing space and to provide attachment for 

support wires for the vegetables within the beds.  

Additionally, netting is placed over the beds to 

protect the plants from deer and rabbits. 

 

The vegetables in the first two years were made 

available to the Master Gardeners and Extension 

staff.  However, almost everyone had their own 

garden and a large portion of the produce was 

recycled into the compost bins. 

 

In 2008, during a discussion of how to better utilize 

the output from the beds, the idea of providing the 

vegetables to one of the services that provide for 

families in need was raised.  One of the Master 

Gardeners, Pat Lang, contacted Jan Hooker of Sts. Joachim and Ann church who was the Director of their 

Pantry Program who was delighted at the idea of receiving fresh produce.   

 

Sts. Joachim and Ann Care Service provides 

assistance to approximately 125 families in St Charles 

County.  Along with the fresh produce provided by the 

St Charles Master Gardeners, the Care Service 

provides other donated food items and partners with 

other agencies to provide housing, repairs to homes, 

school supplies and clothes. 

 

The produce is picked three times a week and 

delivered the day before the Care Service distribution 

day so it can be cleaned and refrigerated.  In 2008, 

almost 900 lbs of produce, consisting of lettuce, 

onions, green beans, squash, tomatoes, peppers, 

cabbage, apples and sweet potatoes were donated.  So 

far the 2009 spring planting has yielded 225 lbs of 

lettuce, spinach, cabbage and broccoli for the Care 

Service. 
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Stone County Couple Finds Volunteering Rewarding 
 By Dieter Beam, Master Gardener of the Ozarks 

 

Ken and Rose Schwarte of Branson West moved to the 

Ozarks to relax and retire.  In 2006 they attended and 

graduated from the Master Gardener of the Ozarks training 

program.    After receiving 30 hours of basic horticulture 

training on a variety of topics;  they put the knowledge to 

work on their home.  They created a garden oasis in the 

back yard.   Stone county rock and soil was a challenge . 

 

One May night in 2008, a knock on the door came from 

neighbor Janice Sallee.   She told the Schwartes of a camp 

that was putting gardens around cabins and wanted to know 

if the Master 

Gardeners would 

help.   "Sure" said Ken.   They then went out to Kids Across 

America camp and found and almost impossible task.  Kids would 

be checking in to the camp in days.  Flats and Flats of plants were 

ready  to be put in the ground.  "Ground... well.. if you call rock and 

clay ground" says Rose.  After the first year,  It was heart 

breaking.   "Flowers had nothing to grow in.. no water.. " says Ken.  

  

Kids Across America (KAA) coordinator Dave Jahnlee asked the 

Schwarte's to help for 2009.  "I told him he would need to get us 

some soil, some compost, and water" says Ken.  Flowers were 

purchased from College of the Ozarks.  The gardens started to take 

shape. 
 

The numerous gardens in front of the cabins,  barrels 

with flowers, the cactus gardens at the entrance, and the 

near 40 hanging baskets were all in place and ready for 

the campers to arrive. 

 

Master Gardeners Ken and Rose Schwarte have donated 

over 250 hours to this project.   "A lot of work and some 

frustrations; but all in all we are very pleased in the 

progress this year" says Ken.   The camp is now quiet 

and done for the summer.   Ken and Rose still are active 

in other projects around the Ozarks.   Each spring is 

reserved for the KAA camp.  The Schwarte's have 

earned the winter off and have taken with them a scrap 

book full of memories and new friends.    


